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THAT DAY. 

All things confessed thy nearness. Breeze to brook 

Whispered my bliss, as though 'twere Nature's gain : 
The brook that secret to the river took 

With swifter joy: the river to the main 
Unrolled the swelling mystery in a strain 

Of solemn sweetness, and on many a sea, 
That day, the lone ships rode more easily, 

Since Ocean's bosom heaved in sympathy 
With mutual music born of thee and me. 

That day, too, many a mated bird proclaimed 
Thy coming, but what seemed to speak thee most 

Was one dark rose, whose lovely, fragrant ghost 
Floated above the garden's dying host — 

Just as the sky with sudden sunset flamed. 



HENRY W. JUSTIN. 



NOTES. 



It is with peculiar pleasure that The Connois- 
seur presents in this number three short poems 
by Henry Willard Austin, of Medfield, Massa- 
chusetts. While much meritorious verse is now 
being published, " That Day " will be recognized 
by all connoisseurs in poetry as of high poetic 
rank. The suggested connection between the 
rose's death and the sudden birth of the sunset, 
all hinting one superior beauty in the lover, 
while undeniably original, reminds one of the 
careless grace of Shelley. " Nightfall in Louisi- 
ana " has the spontaneity and ease in changing 
measure which proclaim a skilled workman in 
rhythmical technique, of which point further 
evidence may be found in "The Flower Eter- 
nal," an interesting literary curio, in which the 
author's muse transforms herself into the 
mouse of childhood's "Dickory, dickory, 
dock ! " and runs up a metrical clock of chiming 
syllables to twelve and then down again to one. 
The Connoisseur has for some time regarded Mr. 
Austin as one of the most promising of Ameri- 
can poets, and is pleased to learn, as thisgoes to 
press, that no less an authority than James Rus- 
sell Lowell has recently said, " 1 am glad to find 



in Mr. Austin a new poet — for such he certainly 
is." Probably the most important of Mr. 
Austin's productions up to this time is a charm- 
ing poem entitled "The First Great Diamond," 
to appear in the September number of The Con- 
noisseur. He has also in preparation two prose 
articles, one of which, on the work of J. A. S. 
Monks, the celebrated sheep painter and etcher, 
is expected to be ready by September, and .the 
other for the December number, upon a subject 
which will be duly announced. 



Though both commenced publication only last 
fall, American Art, of Boston, and the New 
York Art Review may already be classed with 
the most valuable of American art journals. 
They, are conducted on original, but entirely 
different lines. The Boston periodical seems 
to have the active cooperation of artists and art 
publishers, being full of reproductions of pen- 
and-ink drawings of the leading pictures of the 
Boston and New York displays, with sketches 
of ornamental initial letters, head-pieces, and re- 
cent art book illustrations reproduced by photo- 



